
BDS WORKS WITH 
INTELLIDENT
BDS has signed a preferential deal 
for the use of its information-rich 
data with Intellident’s Liber8 software 
that is used on its range of self-
service kiosks, including the latest 
smartServe Lite™ variant.

The kiosks, already in use in libraries 
across the country, use Radio 
Frequency IDentification (RFID) 
technology to give users the ability to 
issue, renew and return items, check 
account status and even pay fees 
without the need to interact directly 
with a member of library staff.

The enhanced elements of the BDS 
data, such as book jacket images 
and jewel-case covers on music 
CDs and DVDs, will be used to 
give visual feedback via the kiosk 
to users. In the future, it is also 
planned to use the comprehensive 
and versatile links in the BDS data to 
offer descriptions, author, title and 
genre cross-referencing and reading 
suggestions within library stock.

Continued on page 2...

WIN THE COMPLETE PLAYS 
OF SHAKESPEARE ON DVD

BACK
PAGE

staff can focus more on user services 
and less on cataloguing, while 
lowering the cost of procurement 
across their institution. We are 
delighted to have BDS on board.”

Not only does the deal offer libraries 
that work with Talis new, up-to-date 
records but also offers the opportunity 
to upgrade any existing basic records 
for their DVD and music stock to the 
richest records available supplied 
by BDS.

“Talis has always recognised the 
value in providing core data sets 
on Talis Base for the benefit of their 
user community,” says Lesley Whyte. 
“It is therefore with great pleasure 
that BDS strikes this deal to make 
our DVD and music data available 
through Talis Base. I’m confident that 
Talis customers will find our enriched 
data for DVD and music a valuable 
additional resource that will bring 
efficiencies to internal practices.”

The service went live on 1st of April. 

For more information about Talis Base, 
please call the Talis Sales Team on 0870 400 
5090, visit www.talis.com/base, or send an 
email to sales@talis.com.

BDS has signed a deal with LMS 
supplier Talis to incorporate BDS’s 
enhanced content DVD and music 
data on Talis Base. Now Talis’ public 
and academic library members will 
be able to access the BDS data in the 
same way as they currently access 
data on books.

Innovative technology company, 
Talis, currently supply more than 
one quarter of UK academic and 
public libraries with its library suite 
and complementary data, accessed 
through Talis Base, a collection 
of high-quality bibliographic 
databases, providing access to 
more than 29 million records. BDS 
catalogue records for books are an 
integral part of Talis Base, and have 
been available since 1995. Talis 
members will now be able to access 
BDS’s industry-standard DVD and 
music data as part of their regular 
subscription to Talis Base.

“The BDS database of DVD and music 
releases is an invaluable addition 
to the twenty databases already 
available through Talis Base, “ says 
Grant White, Partner Manager, Talis. 
“The addition of this information will 
ensure stock reaches shelves quicker, 

TALIS TO OFFER 
BDS DVD AND 
MUSIC DATA
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FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the latest issue of BDSLive Life. It has been a busy time for 
BDS since our last edition came out in November. You will see that BDS 
is now offering MARC records for e-books, helping libraries to build their 
digital collections for the benefits of their users. 

We are also enhancing our services with the introduction of an extensive 
range of artist biographies relating to popular music. As the expectation 
of your customers rises with regard to online information, we want our 
customers to be able to meet and even exceed those demands. So now, 
the library catalogue, at least with regard to CD releases and hits, can 
become a resource that not only identifies items but also informs.

In this issue we take leaps north and south. North, we travel to Shetland 
where we discover how an island community at the northernmost tip of 
Britain manages to get books and people together. Heading south, we 
take a look at one of Europe’s most popular book festivals that attracts 
young and old alike, the festival of the graphic novel in Angoulême, 
France. We also have a first, a fairy tale – or a story that reads like 
a fairy tale as we discover how a very small community in south-west 
France managed to get its very own library.

As well as direct developments within the library sector, BDS is working 
in the publishing sector introducing products that should affect the range 
of information that libraries receive in the future. Our new product, epic 
is one such example which allows publishers to collate and feed data to 
BDS – and hence to libraries – in a much more extensive and consistent 
manner, ensuring accuracy, promptness and compatibility of information 
even from small publishers.

Another product that we at BDS are particularly excited about is Books 
& Media which has both direct and indirect consequences for our 
library customers. Libraries using the service will profit from a valuable 
resource, informing customer choice and stock selection. Indirectly, 
Books & Media will inform both publishers and booksellers about what 
is being said in the press and the media about books, and this will assist 
availability and awareness of trends in the industry as a whole.

There’s more – BDS’s forthcoming website update, our work in the home 
entertainment industry and finally, don’t forget our competition on page 
12 to celebrate our third year of sponsoring Shakespeare’s Globe 
Theatre to perform A Midsummer Night’s Dream in our home town of 
Dumfries. It’s your chance to win a complete Shakespeare BBC DVD set 
for your library.

I hope you enjoy the latest edition of BDSLive Life.

INTELLIDENT
Continued from front page...

IN THIS ISSUE

Lesley Whyte

Intellident’s Marketing and 
Communications Manager, Andy 
Chadbourne, says:

“Intellident has a long tradition 
of developing partnerships with 
vendors who deliver exceptional 
services to our customers. We are 
therefore delighted to be working 
with BDS, who fit this mould exactly, 
to allow us to enhance significantly 
the service that we can offer to 
our library customers. Utilising the 
wealth of data available through the 
BDS system will allow us to continue 
to deliver self-service systems that 
exceed expectations and drive 
further usage by the library users. 
BDS is made of a like-minded group 
of people who, like us, are focused 
on constant innovation within the 
marketplace.”

The option of viewing enhancements 
via Intellident kiosks will be 
available to any local authorities 
using the BDS XML API Image or the 
Image Grabber services. Existing 
BDS customers using these services 
will be entitled to this option at no 
increased BDS subscription fee. In 
addition, all Intellident’s existing 
customers will have access to this 
feature free-of-charge. 

New clients who  sign up to use the 
Intellident kiosks enhanced service 
will be entitled to use the BDS data 
on their OPACs via BDS’s Image 
Grabber or XML API.

Sarah Armitage, Director of Library 
Sales at BDS, says:

“BDS has always recognised that 
co-operation with clients, other 
companies and the public is the 
best way to achieve product 
development. Our deal with 
Intellident, therefore, is particularly 
gratifying, as it will ensure that our 
quality data directly engages with 
library users and assists bringing 
more people into libraries.” 

To find out more about BDS enhancement 
service contact Sarah Armitage on sarah.
armitage@bibdsl.co.uk or 07860 324570.To 
find out more about Intellident products and 
services to libraries visit www.intellident.co.uk 
or email a.chadbourne@intellident.co.uk or  
telephone: +44 (0)161 498 1147.
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BDS QUALITY WORKS FOR OUP
Oxford University Press (OUP) has selected BDS to provide high quality 
MARC21 records for OUP’s extensive range of world-renowned reference 
works and monographs available online.

In addition to publishing over 4,600 new printed books each year, Oxford 
University Press is a major provider of online information to libraries, 
institutions, and individuals worldwide and produces online editions of many 
of its most acclaimed scholarly and reference works, including dictionaries, 
encyclopedias, general reference material and monographs in a wide range of 
subject areas.

John McManus, Online Project Manager in OUP’s Electronic Product 
Development department, takes up the story. “Although increasingly librarians 
and students are turning to the digital form of a work, there is still a need to 
have an accurate catalogue record for the item in an institution’s catalogue. 
OUP’s aim was to have a catalogue record available for every digital 
publication and to ensure that the user of that catalogue can travel seamlessly 
from such a record to the online resource itself. MARC is key to this, and as it 
became increasingly apparent that we needed to overhaul and upgrade our 
MARC record provision, BDS was the obvious choice.”

It was a big task, one that required professionalism, expertise and innovation 
and, of course, the job needed to meet the standards of one of the greatest 
academic publishers in the world.

“Because of the astonishing pace of digital development in the field of 
book publication, standards for the cataloguing of digital resources are still 
evolving,” says Lesley Creamer, Data Manager at BDS and project manager for 
digital cataloguing. “I undertook thorough research to ensure that our records 
are as future-proof as possible.”

The majority of the work undertaken so far has been in relation to the 
monumental Oxford Scholarship Online, a vast and rapidly expanding cross-
searchable resource, which now offers quick and easy access to the full text 
of over 3,000 Oxford books in 18 subject areas. In addition to the original 
modules of Economics and Finance, Philosophy, Political Science, and Religion, 
it offers access to new books in Biology, Business and Management, Classical 
Studies, History, Law, Linguistics, Literature, Mathematics, Music, Neuroscience, 
Physics, Psychology, Public Health and Epidemiology, and Social Work.

Work has also been undertaken for Oxford Reference Online, which brings 
together language and subject reference works from one of the world’s biggest 
and most trusted reference publishers into a single resource, which includes 
Oxford Companions and Dictionaries. OUP describe it as “the biggest, most 
up-to-date, authoritative, accessible, editorially vetted reference work in the 
world.”

The project started at BDS with the supply of 341 Oxford Scholarship Online 
and Oxford Handbook Online records for the OUP September update. Since 
mid-October another 3020 records, the vast majority of e-books, have been 
created, completed in time for the OUP update in January. “We now have full, 
high quality MARC coverage for the OUP online titles, thanks to the continuing 
Herculean efforts of BDS,” comments John McManus. “This is something that 
librarians have been asking for since the initiative was launched. Letting the 
Press know that we now have these records will be a real pleasure.”

Currently, BDS is working on a new workflow that will ensure complete, high 
quality record sets for all of OUP’s book-based online products in advance of 
their online release.

For more information on BDS and e-book cataloguing contact Lesley Creamer on 01387 702256 
lesley.creamer@bibdsl.co.uk.
 

RDA (Resource, Description and 
Access), due for release in June 
2010, is the new cataloguing 
standard which will replace 
AACR2.
 
Designed for an increasingly 
digital world, it is a web-based 
product that will enable users to 
find, identify, select and obtain 
the requisite information. Built on 
the conceptual models of FRBR 
(Functional Requirements for 
Bibliographic Data) and FRAD 
(Functional Requirements for 
Authority Data), RDA will show 
relationships between works and 
their creators. This clustering of 
information will enable users to 
identify other editions, translations, 
etc. of the work.

Although based on AACR2, 
which ensures RDA records will 
be compatible with existing ones, 
RDA provides greater flexibility and 
efficiency. Rules can be customised 
as required, with the facility for 
institutions to add notes or network 
policies, and the ‘take what you 
see’ concept allows for machine 
capture of metadata, thus reducing 
editing and improving efficiency.    

The development of RDA involved 
consultation with interested groups, 
both within and without the library 
community. I was privileged to 
participate in this process through 
my membership of the CILIP/BL/
AACR2 Committee which had 
representation on the Joint Steering 
Committee (JSC) for Development 
of RDA. Further information and 
updates can be found at http://
www.rda-jsc.org/rda.html.

Implementing RDA will provide an 
exciting challenge for BDS and we 
look forward to adopting this new 
standard in conjunction with our 
colleagues at the British Library.

CATALOGUING FOR 
THE 21ST CENTURY

Anne Mellor, Cataloguing Manager 
at BDS and member of the committee 
formulating the cataloguing 
standard that will replace AACR2, 
reports on the status of RDA...



4

In previous 
issues of BDSLive 
Life we have looked 
at the challenges 
facing library services in 
differing geographical and 
social circumstances, including 
those of Dumfries and Galloway, 
Oxford and Southampton. In this 
issue we travel to the northernmost 
point of the British Isles and profile 
the libraries that service Shetland...

library on the Web. The eight school 
libraries on the islands come under 
the auspices of  Shetland Library and 
are used by members of the public as 
well as students. The two mobile vans, 
known as Elizabeth’s library and 
Annettes’s library, travel the mainland 
and the islands of Yell, Unst, Fetlar, 
Whalsay and Skerries. The schedules 
are announced daily on BBC Radio 
Shetland between 5.30 pm and 6 
pm or can be found on the library’s 
website.

Baltasound Community Library, on 
the isle of Unst, the third largest of 
the Shetland group, is virtually as far 
north as you can travel and remain 
in Britain. It is also the most northerly 
part of Europe where English in its 
Shetlandic variation - enriched by 
the Scots language and by its Norse 
heritage - is spoken. Meanwhile on 
Papa Stour, an island off the west 
coast of the mainland and with a 
population of barely twenty people, 
the library is the ferry waiting room. 
The books are left there by the library 
service. I asked Silvija Crook how 
they keep track of such remote and 
openly accessed stock.

“We don’t. In fact the stock on Papa 
Stour has grown rather than declined. 
Locals and visitors add new stock 
and take and return books when they 
want. We describe the stock as being 
free of tracking. Of course the library 
service has a catalogue – a very 
good one that ultimately derives from 

The Shetland Isles may seem remote 
to anyone south of John o’ Groats - 
the Romans called the group of 100 
islands Ultima Thule, the land beyond 
the boundaries of the known world 
- but twenty two thousand people 
inhabit an archipelago famed for 
its awe-inspiring coastal scenery, 
its magical light and its rich cultural 
life. At the heart of that cultural life is 
Shetland Library.

“We have a strong literary tradition 
in Shetland, much of it allied to music 
and story-telling,” says Silvija Crook, 
Library & Information Manager in 
Shetland. “Our collection reflects this, 
as well as our website.  However, 
we also carry mainstream material, 
a significant foreign language 
collection, and take part in national 
initiatives such as BookStart, and 
originate many of our own initiatives 
such as our Bards in the Bog project.” 
(see article)

Shetland Library’s headquarters is 
in Lerwick, the capital town, home 
to some six thousand of the islands’ 
inhabitants. A conversion of the 
former St Ringan’s church into the 
new library brought in state of the art 
technology and built a mezzanine 
floor. Rolling shelving means the 
space can be easily converted for 
events, such as readings and book 
launches, which are frequent.

There are also two mobile libraries, 
six community libraries and a virtual 

BDS - but island life demands varying 
solutions.” 

Quaint as that story may seem, it is 
indicative of the belief and enthusiasm 
that both the Shetlanders and their 
library service display. Shetland 
Library has never been out of the top 
three in Scotland’s table of visits per 
capita of population and all services 
are free and there are no fines.

“We believe in being engaged with 
our customers. We are high profile 
and enjoy being media-savvy,” 
comments Silvija. “We actively go out 
to events and promote library services 
and are always on the lookout for 
new ways of bringing the library to 
the people.”

The “Housebound” and “Talking 
Newspaper” services are examples 
of this engagement. If you can’t get 
to a library then Shetland Library will 
deliver books to customers’ doors. 
For those with visual problems, , 
local newspapers are recorded onto 
tapes and these can also be delivered 
to homes across the islands. To 
encourage learning and community 
initiatives, teachers or leaders of 
bodies such as readers’ groups, can 
borrow up to one hundred items at a 
time.

“We see it as our job to enable our 
culture to flourish. We run a Young 
Writers’ Competition, organise 
evening and lunchtime readers’ 

LIBRARIES ON 
THE EDGE OF 
THE WORLD 
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groups, arrange author visits, run 
open mike events and publish 
material, often in close association 
with established writers from the 
islands.  Recently, for Black History 
Month, we invited Senegalese 
performer Seckou Keita who was a 
sensation and this also gave us the 
opportunity to develop an extensive 
black history book list which people 
can download from our website.”

Despite its remoteness, Shetland has 
always seen immigration – it even 
predates the Vikings – and today 
is no exception. The oil industry 
attracted many people, which 
lead to a significant rise in English 
residents in the last quarter of last 
century. Eastern Europeans, notably 
Hungarians and Poles, have more 
recently come to work on the islands.

“We have a large foreign language 
collection,” says Silvija, “and we are 
regularly adding to it. This, combined 
with our Learning Centre, which 
provides internet access across sixteen 
computers and other IT equipment, 
are essential for social inclusion.”

A recent visit from Scotland’s First 
Minister, Alex Salmond, heard him 
sing the praises of such vision. In 
a speech delivered during his tour  
he said, “I am glad to see projects 
offering library support to groups such 
as young people and migrant workers 
– this is where great results will be 
achieved.”

Shetland Library works in close 
association with other bodies such 
as NHS Shetland. “Help Yourself to 
Health: Books to help you get well 
and stay well,” is a Shetland-based 
initiative to raise awareness of 
health issues within the community. 
Experts within NHS Shetland provide 
the Library Service with titles and 
websites which are then featured in 
the library, on its website and in the 
community libraries.

So what of the future? Silvija Crook is 
not short of ideas.

“There’s plenty to do. We are about to 
begin a focus on recycling. After all, 
library stock is the prime example of 
a resource that is recycled hundreds 
of times, so we see the library as a 
model for many other forms of sharing  
and being eco-friendly. From a 
technical point of view we are about 
to upgrade our online catalogue to 
include images. Of course, the e-book 
is an arrival set to change the book 
world and we are determined to 
address this head-on and embrace 
such technology. We are even 
planning yet another expansion of our 
main library premises!”

Shetland may be remote but talking 
to Silvija these islands feel not far off 
from the centre of the world! 

An example of Shetland Library 
engaged with its public was a recent 
“Bards in the Bog” initiative and its 
resultant publication of a slim volume 
of poetry, selected by TS Eliot prize-
winning poet and Shetland Libraries’ 
Poet Partner, Jen Hadfield.

The poems were framed and hung 
in public and office toilets around 
the islands and then the book was 
launched on “World Toilet Day,” 
the 19th November. All profits from 
the book go to the World Toilet 
Organisation.

“It may seem somewhat comical,” 
said Karen Fraser of Shetland Library, 
“but 2.6 billion people, including 
980 million children worldwide, live 
without proper sanitation. We at 
Shetland Libraries wanted to help and 
this seemed an amusing but effective 
way to contribute.”

Jen Hadfield said of her selection, 
“Settling on a selection of poems 
was very, very difficult. Submissions 
included poems that were hilarious, 
weighty, experimental, formal, satiric, 
playful. I set myself to choose great 
poems that also demonstrated the 
stylistic variety of the submissions. 
There should be something for 
everyone.”

If you’d like to purchase a copy of Bards in 
the Bog and support the WTO to help all 
those without proper sanitation, visit www.
shetland-library.gov.uk/BardsintheBog.htm and 
complete the order form.

BARDS IN THE BOG

Poet Jen Hadield, Karen Fraser, Sivija 
Crook and broadcaster, Keith Adam, 
launch the Bards in the Bog book.

Vivian French 
reads to children 
in Shetland Library



Angoulême, I can hear you asking, 
where’s that? Well, for four days in 
January each year, it is the centre of 
the world for the fans of the comic 
strip or graphic novel. Nearly a 
quarter of a million people visit the 
Festival International de la Bande 
Dessinée and this small city, set atop 
a hill in the Charente countryside in 
South West France, becomes a riot of 
murals, models of cartoon characters, 
music in the streets, thousands of red 
balloons, trade tents and world-class 
exhibitions.

There’s Manga, Mickey Mouse, 
gothic, cyberpunk, Superman, 
fantasy, hardcore realism, Tin Tin, 
classic adaptations, adventure, gay 
and lesbian, Tarzan, philosophy, 
erotic, surreal, social commentary and 
downright strange… and you quickly 
realise that the graphic novel is big, 
it’s important and it’s exciting.

It’s particularly big in Japan where 
it is regarded, quite rightly, as an 
art form and in Angoulême a whole 
building is dedicated to Manga. It’s 
huge in the US where many of our 
best-loved heroes and heroines started 
their careers as cartoon characters. 
It’s immense in France where Asterix 
and Tin Tin (well, he’s a Belgian 
creation but the French treat him as 
their own) have exported around 
the world and where even the local 
supermarkets have shelves dedicated 
to the graphic novel. And, as an 
exhibition in the festival attests, it’s 
become important in Russia where, 
since the fall of the Soviet regime, 
the graphic novel has flourished as 
a means of social commentary and 
radical thinking. And in the UK...?

Log onto BDSLive and do a search 
for graphic novel and a long, long 
list of titles appears.  Enter comic strip 
and the list is twice as long. But that’s 
only part of the story. Search under 
all media, for say, Superman or Tin 

WORLDS IN WORDS 
AND PICTURES 

The graphic novel as a genre has engaged generations.  John Hudson went to 
Europe’s biggest festival dedicated to the graphic novel, the Festival International de 
la Bande Dessinée which takes place in Angoulême each year and he discovered, 
with a little help from BDSLive, that the comic strip is a story that travels the world…
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Tin, and it soon becomes apparent  it 
is not merely the publication but also 
its portability that makes the graphic 
novel so important. Film, computer 
game, audiobook, CD releases, 
even theatre productions and street 
grafitti… there is not a contemporary 
medium that the graphic novel hasn’t 
conquered.

Nor is there a language that the 
graphic novel has not been read in. 
Browse BDSLive’s search results for 
Herge, the creator of Tin Tin, and, at 
a glance, you quickly find editions 
in Arabic, Greek, German, Danish, 
Italian, Spanish and Welsh.

The popularity of the genre is 
growing. Perhaps it is due to the 
ability of the medium to deal with 
issues archetypal to the human psyche 
and cross boundaries in an ever more 
globalised world. Whether looking for 
a hero such as Edgar Rice Burroughs’ 
Tarzan (who is about to feature in a 
new publication from OUP, released 
this April) or recognition of darker 
urges through imaginary worlds such 
as Sin City or the graphic creations of 
Blutch (who featured in an excellent 
exhibition of drawings during the 
festival), the graphic novel addresses 
and explores, confronts and prods the 
reader.

Witness to the genre’s growth 
can be had via another search on 
BDSLive. Type in Manga and over 
four thousand results are returned. 
Consistent with the UK’s interest in the 
form, we would probably find two or 
three times that number of releases 
on the shelves of French stockists, 
bookshops and libraries but – and this 
is the point – more than the first one 
hundred results in that UK-wide search 
are for titles yet to appear, titles due 
out in the next three months.

A significant part of the Festival 
International de la Bande Dessinée 

is dedicated to young people, from 
pre-school, to teenagers and people 
in their early twenties. The relaxed 
lounging and reading areas, were 
populated by children fixedly flipping 
the pages of the Moomins or a 
Victor Hugo adaptation such as Les 
Miserables. “Get ‘em young,” is the 
French philosophy and the graphic 
novel certainly gets youngsters 
reading and teenagers exploring 
their own issues through stories that 
mean something to them. Stories that  
deal with sexuality, substance abuse, 
family problems and integration into 
wider society.

For the reflective person, the graphic 
novel as philosophical discourse was 
elegantly represented in the work of 
Fabio Viscogliosi, artist, musician and 
writer, born in 1965. His cartoon 
sequences involving half-human 
animals and their ambulatory 
discourses – resembling Socratic 
dialogues – were a highlight of the 
show and drew adults and children 
alike. One of his greatest creations 
is a donkey who wavers between 
ambition and resignation.

“What I like about the 
donkey,” says Fabio, “is his 
ambivalence, not knowing 
whether he is intelligent or 
stupid.”

Perhaps, for a British 
readership, this sums up the 
dilemma with regard to the 
graphic novel.  We have yet 
to take it seriously, but if ever 
proof were needed that the 
graphic novel is an art form 
that’s important and here to 
stay, the Festival International 
de la Bande Dessinée, allied 
with a little research through 
BDSLive, offers plenty.

To find out more about the Festival 
International de la Bande Dessinée 
go to www.bdangouleme.com
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A TOWN 
THAT 
WANTED 
A LIBRARY
Once upon a time there was a small 
town in a remote part of the south 
west of France that very much wanted 
a library for the 450 people who 
lived there. The town’s name was 
Fontaines d’Ozillac and the townsfolk 
had to rely on a Bibliobus that since 
the war had travelled the countryside 
visiting the 120 communes that made 
up the region of Haute-Saintonge.

Then one day a man came from the 
city and saw a building in the centre 
of the town, opposite the old church, 
and he announced that he was going 
to bulldoze it to the ground and make 
a car park.

“One of the walls is falling down,” 
said the man, “and the roof will cost 
too much to repair.”

“You can’t do that,” said the Mayor 
of Fontaines d’Ozillac, “we like our 
buildings and this one is 400 years 
old.”

“Sorry,” said the man, and he walked 
away.

The people of Fontaines d’Ozillac 
went to speak with the owner of the 
old house. Unfortunately, he didn’t 
have anywhere near enough money 
to make any repairs.

“What are we going to do?” said the 
townspeople, “There is nothing like 
this fine old building but there are 
plenty of car parks – and besides, 
whenever have we seen fifty cars 
parked in the centre of town!”

They thought, and then the Mayor 
had an idea. 

“I know,” she exclaimed, “we are 
going to buy the old building, we are 
going to repair it and we’ll turn it into 
the library we always wanted!”

All the townspeople cheered.

Raising the money took eight years. 
The builders started work in 2005 
and we – rather proudly – opened to 
the public in 2006.”

The few books the commune already 
possessed were moved into their 
new home but assistance from the 
Centre nationale du livre in Paris – a 
government body dedicated to the 
maintenance of quality in French 
publishing and to the promotion of 
reading – provided new stock.

“Today the Mairie gives €2 per 
head of population of the commune 
per year towards the purchase of 
new books,” continues Madame 
Giraudeau, “and, of course, we still 
have our trusty Bibliobus which every 
three months provides temporary 
stock rotation around the 120 
communes of our Communauté des 
Communes in Haute-Saintonge.”

“We also have exhibitions, talks and 
presentations, and readings. It’s a 
very lively place, un lieu de vie, and 
the library, along with the church 
and the town hall, forms a triangle 
of activity – cultural, religious and 
political, at the centre of our town.”

The population of Fontaines d’Ozillac 
is growing and is currently in excess 
of 500, hence last year’s acquisitions 
were 103 books and 67 CDs, with a 
total expenditure of€€1575. There are 

It certainly reads like a fairy-story but 
now a 17th century house is home 
to some 3186 books divided on two 
floors, 149 CDs, a mediatheque 
(computers and internet access), a 
cataloguing and office space, an 
archive in the loft and an exhibition 
hall and conference room. It is all 
very tastefully installed and very hi-tec 
and it is the result of hard work and 
determination on the part of a small 
community.

The façade of Fontaines d’Ozillac 
library looks out onto carvings of 
Knights Templars and gargoyles 
that adorn the 12th century church 
opposite. The upper floor, with 
original, irregular floorboards, is 
dedicated to children’s reading 
material. When you walk down the 
carefully restored wooden stairs, the 
adults’ section is neatly laid out on 
contemporary shelving and there is 
always somebody with books in to 
borrow at the checkout desk.
  
Madame Danielle Giraudeau has 
been Mayor of Fontaines d’Ozillac 
since 1995 and she takes up the 
story.

“We acquired the building in 1997 
and immediately we had to shore up 
the south-facing wall which was about 
to collapse. After that we had to raise 
the money to carry out repairs and 
convert the building into the library. 
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twelve voluntary members of staff and 
one part-time salaried staff member 
who works  two hours per week. The 
library, one of twenty in the Haute-
Saintonge, opens a total of six and a 
half hours per week to the public and 
also accommodates school visits. 

One of the reasons for the growth in 
population is the rise of the English-
speaking residents. 

“The English who  live here use the 
library, especially those with young 
children. We have a general initiative 
to draw in children from Anglophone 
families,  which encourages children 
to come to the library and become 
bilingual even before they go to 
school.”

Reading, or “la lecture” as the 
French call it, is seen by educators, 
politicians and the population in 
general, as fundamental to French life 
and ideas, as Madame Giraudeau is 
keen to stress.

“We must bring people from all 
sectors of society to reading. 
Language is how we participate, how 
we become citizens. That is why the 
people of Fontaines d’Ozillac love 
their library. It is theirs but part of 
something bigger.”

To find out more about the region around 
Fontaines d’Ozillac visit 
www.france-atlantic.com

Users of BDS data through BDSLive are to have access to new and 
especially written biographies of the top artists in the popular music 
industry.

The biographies are written by experienced music journalists and edited 
by the West10 editorial team. Each is between 200 and 250 words in 
length and the body of available data represents a Who’s Who of the 
current top downloaded artists which will be continually updated.

“Currently we have nearly 600 biographies and aim to have the 
top 1500 within the next 6 months,” says Rosie Harley, Director of 
Editorial at West10, BDS’s commercial arm. “These represent a unique 
undertaking with wide-ranging applications. The fact that the creation of 
a biography is related to popularity ensures that the resource is up-to-date 
and relevant.”

Alongside the biography, there are other fields relating to each artist, 
including influences (both genres and other artists); birthplace and date; 
full name of the artist or band and their role and their instruments, where 
relevant; best-known releases, and awards won (such as BRITs, Grammy 
Awards, MOBOs). As an artist’s career develops, details that can change 
are updated.

References within a biography to other artists in the database will be 
hyperlinked and links to items on BDSLive will enable users to cross 
reference available items for stock selection and within their own current 
stock.

An example biography of singer-songwriter Cyndi Lauper can be read on 
the BDS website, www.bibliographidata.com, within the BDSLive section.

MUSIC INDUSTRY BIOGRAPHIES FROM BDS

BDS is currently redesigning its corporate Web presence with a new-look 
website and the introduction of web bulletins alerting customers to all the 
latest news and offers from BDS.

“As BDS grows, our website needs to reflect this,” says Eric Green. “Our 
expansion in both the public and trade sectors and our introduction into 
the marketplace of Books & Media and epic for publishers, has prompted 
us to improve yet further our corporate online resource. We want visitors 
to appreciate that BDS offers a linked set of services across sectors and 
that each area of expertise has something to offer all the others.”

The new site will streamline the Information for Libraries’ section, 
containing “quick-links” and will make accessing news and newsletters 
easier. It will also update all the information about BDS and libraries.

Alongside this development, and to work in tandem with BDS’s ever-
popular printed newsletter, regular email bulletins will be issued that 
point to additions to the website, such as news item, or sections on 
product developments, new members of staff as a point of contact, offers, 
sponsorship and promotions.

The new website will be going live in the spring, so don’t forget to visit 
www.bibliographicdata.com regularly. If you wish to be included in email bulletins please 
write to emma.mcmillan@bibdsl.co.uk or telephone 01387 702251.

BDS TO LAUNCH NEW CORPORATE WEBSITE
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BDS is sponsoring the category of Direct Bookselling Company of the Year at  
the 2010 Bookseller Industry Awards which is to take place on the 17th May at 
the Royal Courts of Justice, in the Strand, London.

This is the first year for the new awards which represent a union of 
The Bookseller Retail Awards and the Trade Nibbies at which BDS sponsored 
“Best Chain Bookselling Company of the Year,” won by WH Smith in 2009.

The prestigious venue is only a short walk from the Hotel Russell, where 
this year’s Book Industry Conference is taking place. Other sponsors and 
the categories sponsored include Harper Collins (Sue Butterworth Young 
Bookseller of the Year), the Frankfurt Book Fair (Rights Professional of the 
Year Award), Lightning Source (Independent Publisher of the Year), Gardners 
Books (Independent Bookseller of the Year), while Man Booker Prize 2010 is 
sponsoring the drinks reception.

Lesley Whyte will be sitting on the panel judging the Direct Bookselling 
Company of the Year and Eric Green will be awarding the prize on the night.

“BDS is delighted to be sponsoring, for the second year in succession, an 
award at an event that is so important to the book industry,” says Eric. “This 
reflects BDS’s commitment to the book trade, through both sponsorship and the 
quality of its products.”

For more information on The Bookseller Industry Awards go to www.thebookseller.com/awards. 
BDSLive Life will cover the awards and the winners in the next issue.

BDS is delighted to announce the 
launch of its new cataloguing service 
for e-books. 

Developed in conjunction with 
OverDrive, distributors of audiobooks 
and e-books to 8,500 public, private 
and special libraries worldwide, 
BDS now supplies high-quality 
MARC records in both UKMARC 
and MARC21 formats for OverDrive 
e-books. Content is derived from BDS 
MARC records created for the print 
versions of the electronic titles.

OverDrive has been working with 
digital media since 1986. An early 
leader in the industry, it began 
developing interactive diskette and 
CD-ROM media products in the 
‘80s. As technology progressed, the 
company moved to providing digital 
media downloaded through the 
Internet.

OverDrive products distribute digital 
media for global leaders such as 

BDS TO SUPPLY E-BOOK RECORDS TO LIBRARIES

BDS A SPONSOR 
AT BOOKSELLER 
INDUSTRY AWARDS

Microsoft®, HarperCollins, Random 
House, and McGraw-Hill, large 
metropolitan libraries in the United 
States, thousands of smaller libraries, 
and internationally in Singapore, 
Mexico, Canada and Australia.

“OverDrive is continually working to 
stay ahead of new trends in digital 
media,” says Claudia Weissman, 
Vice President of Sales, “and we 
are delighted to be working with an 
industry leader such as BDS to help us 
achieve this.”

BDS e-book catalogue records contain 
an authority-specific URL which 
directs an OPAC user directly to the 
OverDrive e-book as licensed by 
their library authority. The company 
is making its OverDrive MARC 
records e-books service available 
free of charge to all BDS Public 
Library Licence Holders who are also 
customers of Overdrive.

“We are delighted that BDS is 
offering quality MARC records 
which ensures the efficient 
management of our e-book stock 
and catalogue,” says Susan Wills, 
Stock Development Manager. 
“The Royal Borough of Kensington 
and Chelsea is a forward-looking 
library service that offers e-books 
to its customers and sees e-books 
as having an important role in the 
future of the library.”

“E-books are here to stay,” 
comments Sarah Armitage. “With 
popular titles such as The Lost 
Symbol staying top of the download 
charts for five consecutive months, 
BDS wants to ensure that libraries 
have all they need to maintain the 
catalogue in the digital age.”

For more information about this new service 
for the delivery of BDS e-book records to 
OverDrive customers, please contact Sarah 
Armitage, Director of Library Sales, 
sarah.armitage@bibdsl.co.uk or telephone 
07860 324570.
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Harry Doherty has joined BDS to 
become Managing Editor of its Books 
& Media division. Harry conceived 
the Books & Media service and BDS 
has developed it to market with Harry 
at the helm (see article this issue). He 
leads a team of data aggregators and 
will work alongside web developers 
ehaus to deliver the new web-based 
subscription service for publishers, 
booksellers and libraries.

Harry Doherty was Media Editor at 
Nielsen Book, where he worked for 
14 years. Prior to that, he worked in 
the music industry as a journalist with 
Melody Maker and as founding editor 
of the rock magazine, Metal Hammer. 

Harry ran Publishing News website, 
was Managing Editor for the British 
Book Awards and British Book Industry 
Awards websites for five years, and 
provided book tie-in data to both 
Publishing News and The Bookseller.

“I am extremely pleased to join a rising 
company like BDS,” comments Harry. 
“I have long admired the quality of 
its work and the professionalism BDS 
displays.”

“It is a privilege to welcome into the 
team a figure with such experience 
and expertise in his field,” says Lesley 
Whyte. “His knowledge and creativity 
will combine with and complement 
BDS’s growing portfolio of services to 
libraries and the book trade.”

You can contact Harry on 
harry.doherty@booksandmedia.co.uk.

HARRY DOHERTY 
JOINS BDS

An experienced, respected and well-
known figure in both the book and music 
industries is leading a new division of 
BDS into fresh and exciting territory...

WELCOME TO BOOKS & MEDIA FROM BDS

Making the right choice about borrowing the right book is not only 
important with regard to resources for the library and its clients; it 
is also part of the fun of reading. BDS has set about informing that 
decision.

Books & Media is designed to be your library’s customised press 
cuttings office. It can be made available to your library staff and your 
library’s clients and can inform everybody from the casual browser 
looking for entertainment to researchers who need to keep up with the 
latest developments in their field.

Books & Media enables you to access reviews of the latest books 
featured in the national press and significant newspapers and 
magazines in Britain and Ireland, including specialist publications such 
as the TLS, London Review of Books, Economist and Spectator. You can 
also ‘listen in’ on network postings and blogs, learn about books and 
authors featured on radio and TV with listings, and keep up-to-date with 
media spin-offs, such film adaptations, or follow particular genres.

The Managing Editor of Books & Media is Harry Doherty, a journalist 
and acknowledged expert on covering books in the media, who has 
written for both The Bookseller and Publishing News. Now, with BDS 
behind him, his expertise will set a bench-mark in information services 
with regard to new publications.

“Books & Media is an exciting development,” said Harry, “and one 
that I hope will find a broad range of applications in many sectors of 
the book industry. With information available at the click of a mouse, 
people will realise that if it’s not on Books & Media then no-one’s 
talking about it.”

“The first time I saw Books & Media, I was immediately struck by its 
potential for use in the library environment,” said Lesley Whyte of BDS. 
“It’s a wonderful resource for finding the book you need to enhance 
your collection or assist your readers. Library staff are increasingly 
accountable for the stock they select, and library users want to focus 
on the best books in their subject of interest.  I hope that BDS Books 
& Media will lead to greater efficiency in service provision and 
heightened reading pleasure for everyone.”

Books & Media will be launched at the London Book Fair in April 
2010. It is a subscription service that can be delivered through a 
weekly feed or through a web-based interface. It can be purchased as 
part of your BDSLive service.

For more information on integrating Books & Media into your library service contact Sarah 
Armitage on sarah.armitage@bibdsl.co.uk or 07860 324570.

Think of all the books published in Britain each year. How do 
you choose which ones to read or which ones to purchase?

11



Editor: Lesley Whyte
Writer: John Hudson - www.johnhudson.info 
Design: weesleekit ltd - www.weesleekit.co.uk
 
Bibilographic Data Services Ltd.
Annandale House
The Crichton, Bankend Road
Dumfries DG1 4TA
 
www.bibliographicdata.com
www.bdslive.co.uk  
01387 702251
info@bibdsl.co.uk

CONTACT US

BDS AND SHAKESPEARE’S GLOBE: 

A DREAM COME TRUE

This year BDS is stepping up support for Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre who will 
visit Dumfries for the third year in succession on the 22nd and 23rd of June.

The partnership, which began with 3 performances of Romeo and Juliet in 
2008 and The Comedy of Errors in 2009, will bring A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream to the home of the BDS offices in Dumfries.

“When I first heard of the opportunity to bring Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre to 
Scotland, I felt the grounds of our offices would be an ideal venue,” comments 
Lesley Whyte. “The fact that both visits so far have been hugely successful, 
entertaining adults and students as well as the BDS staff, is very gratifying.”

The partnership between BDS, The Globe and The Bakehouse, the arts body 
responsible for organising the event, was nominated for an Arts & Business 
Award in 2009. This year’s performance promises to be an even greater 
success.

“A performance of A Midsummer Night’s Dream in the open air in the magical 
setting of the Crichton Estate at midsummer is truly a dream combination,” 
says Chrys Salt, Artistic Director of The Bakehouse. “Our relationship with 
our sponsors, most notably the generous and truly cultivated support, both 
financially and culturally, of BDS, is a dream come true for an organisation such 
as The Bakehouse.”

Dominic Drumgoole, Artistic Director of The Globe, adds, “The Globe receives 
no annual government subsidy.  Like our sponsors, such as BDS, we run a 
business based on balancing the books and providing value for money for our 
customers. We believe the core to success is quality, integrity and hard work, 
values that I know we share with Bibliographic Data Services.”

The play follows Hermia who loves Lysander and Helena who loves Demetrius 
– but Demetrius is supposed to be marrying Hermia. When the Duke of Athens 
tries to enforce the marriage, the lovers take refuge in the woods outside the 
city, and walk into the midst of a dispute between the king and queen of the 
fairies. Among angry fairies, a group of bumbling actors rehearsing a play and 
the dazed lovers, flies Puck armed with a love juice capable of making anyone 
fall for the first person they set eyes upon – no matter how unsuitable.

To join this special occasion and books tickets for this midsummer performance 
go to www.thebakehouse.info and follow the instructions, or call 
The Bakehouse on 01557 814157. Accommodation is available at the nearby 
Aston Hotel www.astonhotels.co.uk/hotels/dumfries.

WIN THE COMPLETE PLAYS 
OF SHAKESPEARE ON DVD

To celebrate Shakespeare’s 
Globe visit to Dumfries, BDS 
is offering libraries the chance 
to win a DVD box-set of The 
BBC Shakespeare Collection, 
comprising all of Shakespeare’s 
37 plays and featuring some 
of the great actors of the 20th 
century. Running to some 99 
hours of film, the plays were 
shot between 1978 and 1985 
and represent a landmark in TV 
history. The collection has a RRP 
of £199.99.

To have a chance of winning 
The BBC Shakespeare Collection 
for your library all you have to 
do is send your name, job title, 
library name and work email 
to competition@bibdsl.co.uk. 
The subject should read “BBC 
Shakespeare Competition.

The closing date for entries is 
the 31 May 2010. The winning 
entry will be selected at random 
on 1st June 2010 and the 
prize will be presented - at the 
winner’s choice - either in your 
library or at the first performance 
of a Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
22 June 2010 in Dumfries.

COMPETITION 


