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Ehaus focuses on all aspects of design, 
build and maintenance for websites 
of all sizes. Its client base includes 
booksellers such as Tesco, Hammicks, 
Foyles and The Book Pl@ce, and 
publishers such as Berlitz, Hamlyn and 
Virago.
 
Now the information-rich data that BDS 
creates for books, DVDs and videos 
for use in libraries can be seamlessly 
integrated into website design and 
maintenance for libraries. This will 

BDS Broadens Services to Libraries
ensure consistency, quality and 
reliability with regard to the interface 
between the library service, its 
catalogue and the public. 

“This is a unique opportunity to 
integrate the resources of two leading 
service providers,” commented Eric 
Green, Business Development Director 
at BDS. “We look forward to offering 
our clients unrivalled web-services in 
terms of information, presentation and 
maintenance. The purchase represents 
a further step in our commitment to 
libraries.”
 
From Ehaus headquarters in North 
Kensington, Matthew Pollock, Joint 
Managing Director of the company, 
welcomed the investment. “Our 
relationship with BDS means that Ehaus 

can broaden its services to clients 
while maintaining the very highest 
standards of information content.”
 
Ehaus is the result of a recent 
management buyout from Nielsen 
BookData and shares the London 
offices of BDS. 

Major film studios such as Buena Vista, 
Universal Pictures, Twentieth Century 
Fox Home Entertainment, Columbia 
TriStar, MGM Home Entertainment and 
Paramount have signed up to a new 
service from Parafax, the comprehensive 
DVD and VHS database and resource 
owned by Bibliographic Data Services. 

Parafax will supply in-depth information 
on the studios’ forthcoming DVD and 
VHS rental and retail releases for the 
British Video Association’s (BVA) website. 
Lavinia Carey, Director General of the 
BVA, commented that the new deal 

Parafax Forges Links with Film 
Studios and the BVA

represents, “…something which has not 
yet been done in the 25 years’ history of 
video”. 

The BVA was established in 1980, at the 
beginning of the UK video industry, “to 
represent the interests of publishers and 
rights owners of pre-recorded home 
entertainment on video”. Every April it 
publishes the industry’s annual statistical 
digest – a comprehensive analysis of the 
video rental and retail markets, which 
contains details of the previous year’s 
VHS and DVD sales.  Amongst other 
activities, the BVA also organises the 

annual industry awards with both industry 
and consumer nominated categories.

The BVA website was launched in 
2002 and is used by journalists and 
other members of the media to source 
information about the industry, as well as 
find out about forthcoming DVD and VHS 
rental and retail releases. As with BDS’s 
services to libraries and booksellers, the 
new Parafax service will make sure that 
details of the studios’ new products can 
be seen at least 2 months in advance 
and that the information is updated on a 
daily basis. 

Parafax
The UK’s premier VHS and DVD database

Matthew Pollock of Ehaus and 
Eric Green of BDS signing the 
share certificate agreement.

BDS, the UK’s leading supplier 
of bibliographic information to 
libraries, has recently invested 
in Ehaus, providers of “next-
generation” websites to the book 
trade.
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In the last issue of BDSmediatanews 
we explained why BDS is at home in 
Dumfries and Galloway where so much 
of Scotland’s literary history is to be 
found. In this issue, we focus on one 
aspect of the history of Dumfries that is 
important to readers, libraries and BDS 
alike. It is the story of William Ewart and 
the Public Libraries Act of 1850.

The William Ewart Library stands in 
the centre of Dumfries, not far from 
Annandale House, the head office of 
BDS. It is an imposing red sandstone 
building, the headquarters of Dumfries 
and Galloway Library Service and 
named after the Liberal MP for Dumfries 
who represented the Dumfries Burghs 
in Parliament from 1841 until his 
retirement in 1868.

During his time as MP for Dumfries, this 
great Victorian reformer turned his 
attention to working class education.  
In 1849, he and two colleagues placed 
before Parliament “The Public Libraries 
Act”, which was passed in 1850, and 
extended to Scotland and Ireland 
in 1853. In 1855, Ewart succeeded in 
getting a further revision to the original 
Act which allowed the levying of 
a penny on rates to allow Borough  
Councils to buy reading materials for 
public libraries. Such purchasing power 
lead to the need for the creation of 
library catalogues. Over 150 years 
later, the services provided by BDS are 
central to this process.

Libraries were further enhanced by 
the generosity of philanthropists. The 

A Tradition Continues

Very soon after BDS was formed, 
in response to a customer request, 
we began to identify books written 
by Scottish authors or with Scottish 
interest, and we have continued 
to flag this information internally in 
our database. This was exploited 
to advantage when the Library of 
Congress in Washington DC wanted 
to identify Scottish, as opposed 
to British publishing for collection 
development purposes.

Over the years, the concept has 
been developed further through 
work with the Scottish Publishers 
Association and the Scottish Libraries 
and Information Council (SLIC). 

Recently we decided that, with 
a country-wide customer base, 
it made sense for us to identify 
publications that are of interest to 
the other home nations. So we have 
extended our policy of adding a 
flag to our records for fiction written 
by Irish or Welsh authors or set in 
Ireland or Wales. For non-fiction, we 
identify books that are about Ireland 
or Wales.

Clearly, we have to rely on the 
information provided by the 
publishers in order to identify the 
nationality of an author, so we make 
no claim that our listing is exhaustive. 
It can also be subjective whether or 

not an author is, for example, Scottish 
or Irish – does residency for twenty 
years bestow this honour, particularly 
when the author writes about the 
county he lives in using the local 
vernacular, or do you have to be 
born there? 

We are using our discretion in this 
area, and we welcome feedback 
from our library customers. We are 
also very interested to identify if any 
libraries have compiled their own 
list of authors associated with any 
of the home nations in Britain. By 
working together, BDS and libraries 
can build a detailed picture of the 
different nations that make up British 
publishing.  

William Ewart Library in Dumfries, 
along with over 380 others throughout 
Britain, was made possible by Andrew 
Carnegie. Opened in 1904, it was 
Carnegie himself who suggested the 
library was named after Ewart.

In September 2004, the Ewart 
Library celebrated its 100th year 
with a procession, ceremony and 
celebration. In so doing, it also 
commemorated William Ewart who 
provided the impetus and the vision 
from Dumfries for libraries throughout 
the country. Today BDS provides the 
data that builds the catalogues for 
those libraries.

BDS Identifies a 
Nation’s Publishing

By John Hudson
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In the Spring of 2003, Eric Green and 
I undertook a series of roadshows in 
Glasgow, York, Birmingham and London. 
We intended to meet our customers and 
find out what they really wanted from a 
bibliographic data supplier. 

There was remarkable consensus 
amongst the librarians we met. They 
wanted a quality source of catalogue 
records for DVDs and videos, something 
comparable to the service that BDS 
provides for books. It so happened 
that Eric and I were, at that time, 
analysing the content of Parafax, a 
database containing exactly this kind of 
information. So the next logical step was 
to acquire this database, and develop a 
product that libraries could use.

The result is 
movingmediata. 
What is exciting for me 
about this product is 
its versatility. You can 
use it to identify new 
releases for several 
months ahead, both 
for new DVDs and 
VHS tapes. You can 
use it as a reference 
tool, to track down all those movies you 
saw on TV as a child on dreary Sunday 
afternoons, or the art films you watched 
as a student, or quickly find out about 
who is working on today’s box office hits. 
You can chart the progress of a favourite 
actor or director, or uncover a piece of 
movie trivia. How many people know 
that Keith Chegwin was a child actor in 
Roman Polanski’s controversial version 
of Macbeth? But perhaps the most useful 
feature of all is its ability to download 
MARC records.

The lack of quality MARC data for non-
book materials has often lead to libraries 
creating very abbreviated entries for 
DVDs and videos, just enough to allow the 
item to circulate. Now that the public are 
becoming more sophisticated users of 
the library catalogue, possibly accessing 
it remotely, they expect to see more 
details about any item. Two features of 
movingmediata that prove particularly 
popular are the extensive cast lists and 
the short description of the film, which will 
provide all the information you need to 
decide if it is for you.

I use “film” as a generic term, 
but actually, the coverage of 
movingmediata is extensive. You can 
find television programmes, children’s 

material, sport, special interest, such as 
classic cars or gardening, and music. 
So, from the The Office to Placido 
Domingo in Otello, from The Joy of 
Sex to Lovejoy there is something 
for everyone represented on the 
movingmediata database. Even the 
DVD enthusiast is catered for, with 
all the “DVD extras” information that 
identifies one format from another - 
wide screen, surround sound, director’s 
cuts, etc. All this detail is accompanied 
by an image of the cover of the item, 
to catch the interest of the user.

The obvious way to make such 
a detailed information source 
available is via a website, and 
www.movingmediata.co.uk was 
launched in May 2004. However, 
customer feedback has indicated 
that it would also be useful to have the 
raw data available to load directly 
into a library potential requirements 
file, so we are making this data feed 
available. An obvious development is 
to permit access via Z39.50 to parallel 
BDZ, allowing data to be transferred 
seamlessly into your library system. 
The original development work on 
movingmediata lead to a UKMARC 
product; however MARC21 will be 
available soon. We want to make 
this rich source of data available in a 
variety of ways, so that you can select 
the best option for your library. 

Claire Dowbekin has been active in 
promoting movingmediata to libraries, 
and Rosie Harley is available in our 
London office for anyone who would 
like to see the product demonstrated. 
It is very intuitive and fun to use, and 
you can sign up for a free thirty day 
trial to assess if it fills a gap in your 
cataloguing requirements. 

The current price for an annual 
subscription to movingmediata is 
£950, for unlimited usage, but if you 
sign up before 1 December, we are 
prepared to offer a subscription valid 
until 31 March 2005 for £350 to get you 
started. Once you’ve tried it, you’ll be 
hooked!

For more information on 
movingmediata you can contact me, 
Lesley Whyte,  
lesley.whyte@bibdsl.co.uk 
01387 702258 or Claire Dowbekin, 
claire.dowbekin@nielsenbookdata.co.uk 
01483 712274 

One of the key events of September 
was the National Acquisitions Group 
(NAG) Conference which was held 
at Aston University, Birmingham. The 
conference was the perfect opportunity 
for me to meet face to face our BDZ and 
movingmediata customers. I am always 
pleased to gain feedback on our products 
and services and NAG proved particularly 
fruitful. 

We have two new services to launch this 
month.  The movingmediata database 
is now available via Z39.50. With libraries 
currently spending more on AV products 
than books, such access should prove 
invaluable to BDS’s clients. For libraries 
without Z39.50 technology, we are 
launching a service that allows libraries to 
access the BDS MARC record database 
via Nielsen BookData’s BookFind-Online 
service.  Watch out for more news on 
these two services in the press.

From 30 November until 2 December, 
Nielsen BookData will attend the Online 
2004 Information Show at Olympia, 
London.  Please call to see us and we 
will be happy to demonstrate BDS’s new 
services first hand.

To find out more about our services or 
to make an appointment for the Online 
Information Show, please contact me.

Claire Dowbekin 
UK Library Manager
Nielsen BookData
Tel: 01483 712274
Fax: 0870 777 871 

Out and About
 From Claire Dowbekin, our sales agent

Lesley Whyte on what every library wants

Email: claire.dowbekin@nielsenbookdata.co.uk



BDS, Annandale House, The Crichton, Bankend Road, Dumfries DG1 4TA. 
Tel: 01387 702251     Fax: 01387 702259    
info@bibdsl.co.uk     www.bibliographicdata.com

Lesley Whyte, 
Managing Director
A founder director of BDS, 
Lesley’s responsibilities are 
sales and operations.
lesley.whyte@bibdsl.co.uk
01387 702258

Eric Green, 
Business Development Director
Responsible for IT, finance, 
business and product 
development, Eric is 
also a founder director.
eric.green@bibdsl.co.uk
01387 702257

Anne Mellor, 
Cataloguing Manager
anne.mellor@bibdsl.co.uk
01387 702254

Lesley Creamer, 
Data Manager
lesley.creamer@bibdsl.co.uk 
01387 702256

Main Contacts at BDS

BDS mediatanews aims to keep you 
informed about what is happening at 
BDS as well as carrying articles that we 
hope you will find of interest relating to our 
industry and its culture.
We welcome feedback on mediatanews 
and all of our products, so please feel free 
to contact me, Lesley Whyte. My contact 
details can be found in the Main Contacts 
listing.
The next issue should be out in the winter 
and we hope to bring you the latest 
BDS news and to look more closely at 
retrospective conversion, a service offered 
as part of our bookmediata range of 
products. As a cultural feature, we will 
carry an article on Elizabeth Crichton, a 
remarkable woman who gave her name to 
the site from which BDS works today.
Thank you for reading mediatanews from 
BDS.

The new Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (ODNB), 
like the previous, 1887 edition, is set to be one of the most 
famous books in English. So it is hardly surprising that the 
creation of the catalogue record for this work involved 
rather extraordinary and confidential preparations for 
BDS.

In order to have a catalogue record for the sixty-
volume edition in advance of the date of publication, 
Anne Mellor, Cataloguing Manager at BDS, with special 
permission from Colman-Getty, the PR company working 
with Oxford University Press, gained advance access to 
the ODNB at the Colman-Getty offices in Edinburgh.

“It was quite an exciting moment when I first saw the 
volumes,” comments Anne. “I felt quite privileged to have 
advance sight of such a fascinating example of scholarly 
research.”

Anne had to sign a confidentiality agreement before 
she could begin to create the record of this huge work 
which takes up 12 feet, or 3.6 metres, of shelf space. 
Recognising the importance of bibliographic data to 
libraries, Kate Farquhar-Thomson of Oxford University 
Press authorised Colman-Getty to allow access to the 
work so that a “book in hand” record could be available 
for libraries before publication day, 23 September 2004.

Keeping Ahead with BDS
The ODNB is one of the 
major reference works for 
the exploration of English-
speaking cultures. By 
creating a record in 
advance of publication, 
BDS ensured that their 
library clients all over the 
world could place an early order enabling prompt 
delivery upon publication, accompanied by an accurate 
catalogue record.

Dawson Books, for whom BDS provide data for their 
fastracq service, was particularly pleased to receive 
the catalogue record for such an important work. Alan 
Benton, of Dawson Books said: “As always, BDS rose to the 
challenge, which allowed us to pre-process every volume 
and supply the ODNB shelf-ready and with a catalogue 
record to our library customers on the day of publication.”

BDS always strives to provide its clients and the publishers 
with whom it works, a service that is both accurate and 
up to the minute. The cataloguing of the ODNB is another 
example of its thorough and imaginative approach to 
building the library catalogue.

Anne Mellor catalogues the ODNB


